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Messiah Memos 
Messiah Lutheran Church 

21485 Lorain Road, Fairview Park, OH 44126 

440.331.2405  +  church@messiahfairview.org  +  MessiahFairview.org 

 

Drawing in to Christ . . . Building up in Christ . . . Sending out for Christ. . . 

 

Worship at Messiah 
 

Sunday 
8:30 am Holy Communion 
9:50 am Education Hour 
  Adult—Weekly (in-person/zoom) 
  Sunday School—1st & 3rd Sunday 
11 am Holy Communion 
 

Saturday 
December  3 & 17 
January 14 & 28 
5:30 pm Holy Communion 
 

 

 

+ + + 
 

 

Office Hours 
Monday—Friday 
8:30 am—4 pm 

 

 

+ + + 
 

 

Contact Information 
Do you need to update your contact 
information with the church office? 
Update your information at 
www.tinyurl.com/MLCUpdateMe 
or update by phone or email. 

ADULT FORUM DISCUSSION  
“Exploring the Power of Narrative to Understand  

our Past and Discern our Future.” 
December 11 & 18  

 

Times of transition in the life of a congregation can be challenging as we 

cope with change and wonder what the future will bring. But these times 
can also provide the opportunity to take a step back and look at the “big 

picture” of who we are, where we have been, and what we value and hold 
dear as we seek to proclaim the Gospel and serve Jesus in a new day. 
 

As a way of doing that, you are invited to join Pastor Steve in the Com-
mons during the adult education hour on December 11 and December 18. 

During that time the theme will be “Exploring the Power of Narrative to 

Understand our Past and Discern our Future.” 
 

The focus on December 11 will be a broad overview of the history of Lu-
therans in America, with special emphasis on the rapid changes of the past 

20 years or so.  On December 18, the focus will shift to Messiah’s unique 
history and exploring how our heritage impacts how we see ourselves do-

ing ministry in 2022…and beyond.  All are welcome to join the discussion 
on these two Sundays. 

December 2022  

January 2023 

IT’S TIME TO ORDER CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS!  
 

The deadline for ordering Christmas poinsettias is Sunday, Dec. 18. The 
cost continues to be $10 and you may indicate your purchase in honor of 

or in memory of a loved one (s). Poinsettias can be taken home after the 
Christmas Day service.  
 

Given by: ______________________________________________________  
 

In memory (or in honor) of: _______________________________________ 
  

_______________________________________________________________ 
 

No. of plants ($10/ea) ____________  
 

Tear off and drop in offering plate, at the church office or 
email orders to church@messiahfp.org.  
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HERE’S WHAT’S HAPPENING 

PINTS WITH PASTOR 
Wednesday, January 11 @ 7 pm 

 

Join Pastor Seth on Wednesday, January 11 
at 7 pm across the street from Messiah at        

Gunselman's. This is an informal oppor-
tunity to connect with others within the 
Messiah community and fellowship  

together.    

FAMILY NIGHTS  
Wednesday, December 21 & January 18 @ 6 pm 

 

Join us on the 3rd Wednesday of each month at 6 pm at Messiah 
to celebrate as one big family. Come together with your friends 
and family to Eat, Play, and Pray.   
 

Eat… 6 pm dinner is served. Bring a side dish (chips, fruit, 

veggies, side, etc) to share if you’d like. 
 

Play…6:30 pm activities begin. 
 

Pray…6:45 pm story time,  followed by a devotion 

and  prayer. 

 

LAUNDRY LOVE! 
 

Date: December 29 & January 26 

Time: 6-8pm 

Where: Leo's Laundromat (20210 Lorain rd.) 
 

Laundry Love is not a service project or something you do 
"to” or "for” people. It’s an expression of loving your neigh-

bor. On the last Thursday of every month, Messiah Church 
provides the community with clean laundry free of charge, a 
wonderful meal, and the opportunity to meet some new 

friends. 
 

ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS SERVICES 
 

Holden Evening Prayer 

Wednesdays @ 7 pm  
December 7, 14, & 21 

 

Christmas Eve Services 

5 pm Family Service  
 7 pm  Holy Communion w/Brass, Carols & Candlelight  

9:30 pm Holy Communion w/ Brass, Carols & Candlelight  
 

Christmas Day Festival Eucharist at 10 am 
 

New Year’s Eve Zoom Prayer at 7 pm 
 

May all of us make time for 

the refreshing joy of God’s 

word and promise.   

See you at Church! 

CHRISMON MAKE-IT-AND-

TAKE-IT RETURNS  
Sunday, December 4 @ 9:45 am 

 

Join us Sunday, December 4th for our inter-

generational Chrismon-making event held 
in the Fellowship Hall from 9:45 to 10:45 
am for interested Church and School fami-

lies and friends. Chrismon Project organizer 
Janice Snyder brings this fun, hands-on  

Advent project back to Messiah after a 2-
year hiatus. All materials will be provided. 

Get your glitter on! 
 

The word Chrismon is a hybrid of "Christ" 

and "monogram". Chrismons are used to 
decorate Christmas trees with symbols rep-
resenting aspects of Jesus, Christian life, 

and the Christian promise. As monograms 
of Christ, they are all made in combinations 

of gold and white--White is the liturgical 
color for Christmas and stands for our 

Lord's purity and perfection. Gold repre-
sents His majesty and glory. 

New Members Class 
Saturday, December 10 

(One Day Only) 

10 am—2 pm 
  

A new member class is  
being offered on Saturday, December 10. 

This class provides an opportunity to learn 
more about the Messiah Lutheran commu-

nity. This one day class on December 10 
will gather in the Fellowship Hall from 10 

am to 2 pm, and includes lunch.  
 

To sign up for the class, contact the Church 
Office (440) 331-2405 or Pastor Seth  

directly at sbridger@messiahfp.org. 
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Greetings in the name of 

Christ, Immanuel!    
 

Or is it spelled, Emmanuel? 
 

I remember asking this very 
question as a youth growing up 

within the friendly confines of 
my home congregation of Zion Lutheran in near-

by Wooster, Ohio.  Immanuel or Emmanuel?   
Either way you spell it, the meaning remains the 

same = “God with us”! 
 

This “God with us” is a foundational, and com-

forting, notion or belief about the creator God 
who we believe, love and follow. The initial refer-
ence to this name comes from the prophet Isaiah 

who first foretold of a woman conceiving and 
bearing a child.  As the prophet Isaiah says, this 

child will be named “Immanuel” (Isa. 7:14). 
 

But who is Immanuel in the Bible, anyway? 
 

Christian people hear a lot about “Immanuel” at 

Christmas, but who is this Immanuel?  The word 

Immanuel appears four times in the Bible—three 
times from Isaiah in the Old Testament narrative 
and once in the Gospel according to Matthew.  

Immanuel means “God with us” and is a name 
for Jesus. 
 

The biblical story gives us the name of Jesus. Im-
manuel. God with Us.  
 

This God with us is always moving towards you 
and me.   This God with us is always moving to-

wards humanity, in all of humanity’s variations. 
 

God is Jesus drawing near. Coming down. Dwell-

ing among humanity and that which God so deep-
ly loves. This is the God of the Biblical narrative, 
the story we get to hear this time of year.  The sto-

ry we get to be held and live by.  
 

One of the things which needs lifted up is this:  

Scripture and history are filled with examples of 
humanity trying to make God’s job easier— by 

this I mean, examples of humans trying to go to-
wards God.   
 

It never works. Not fully, that is. Sometimes the 
stories recorded in the holy scriptures and in 

countless history books end disastrously. Humans 
tried to climb to God at the Tower of Babel. Aa-
ron attempted to make God near when he formed 

the golden calf. The church leaders were so fo-

cused on the things of God they missed Jesus in 
front of their faces. When they did see God incar-

nate, they arrested and crucified Him. 
 

Our efforts to get close to God must always be 

placed in the proper order. God always moves 
first. Always. 
 

The Gospel of John tells us: “And the Word became 

flesh and lived among us…”  John 1:14  
 

This verse, and the entirety of the Gospel accord-
ing to John, reminds us that “God with us” moves 

into the neighborhood. Immanuel is close by and 
never far away. And this “God with us” is always 

knocking on your door to see if you are ready to 
play and live more fully in His Kingdom. 
 

This is the incarnation. This is Immanuel, “God 

with us.”  This is how Jesus moves. Towards. 
 

May your days be filled with goodness and mercy, 

 
In Christ and with you on the journey, 

+  Pastor Seth 

FROM THE PASTOR 

Pastor Seth 

FAMILY NEWS 
 

BAPTISMS 
 

Mitchell Daniel Main 
 Baptized: 10/23/22 

 Parents: Daniel & Jane Main 
  

Mason Robert Dickey 

 Baptized: 11/6/22 
 Parents: Adam & Courtney Dickey 
 

WEDDINGS 
 

Janine Dunn & Nathan Hunt  
September 24, 2022 

 

Jared Waugaman & Allison Younger 
October 28, 2022 

 

DEATHS 
 

John Park 
October 27, 2022 
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MESSIAH LUTHERAN SCHOOL 

Messiah School Happenings in 

December/January 
All Church and School  
members, families, and friends 

are invited to our 5th Annual intergenerational Make-It
-Take-It Chrismon Advent event on Sunday, Decem-

ber 4 from 9:45 to 10:45 a.m. Chrismons are Christ-
mas decorations with Christian symbols on them. 
They help Christians to remember that Christmas is 
the celebration of Jesus' birthday. They are often used 
to decorate Christmas Trees in Churches and Christian 
schools and homes.  
 

Chrismons (monograms of Christ) were first made by 

Frances Kipps Spencer at Ascension Lutheran Church 
in Danville, Virginia in 1957. Mrs. Spencer was a huge 
fan of recycling. Any material can be used to make a 
Chrismon Ornament. Her only guideline is that they 
be made in gold and white. White is the liturgical (or 
Church) color for Christmas and symbolizes that Jesus 
was pure and perfect. Gold symbolizes His Majesty 
and Glory. The most important aspect of a Chrismon 
Ornament is its ability to share Christ’s story through 
his birth, death, and Resurrection. Join us in the down-
stairs Fellowship Hall/Lunch Room to create lovely 
gold and white Christmas tree decorations for your 
own home from craft pearls, beads, ribbon and (of 
course) glitter! 

Celebrating Lutheran Schools Week in January 

At Messiah Lutheran School (Preschool-8) we  
believe God created your child to change the world 
with the love of Jesus, and we're here to help them 
practice doing that! Interested families are invited to 

our All-school Open House on Sunday, January 29 

from 1-3 pm to take a tour with one of our Student 
Ambassadors, and meet the most loving, caring teach-
ers anywhere. Please RSPV to say you’re coming by 
calling the school office at 440-331-6553 or to me at 
jsnyder@messiahfp.org 
 

We’re Thankful for YOU! 
Things you don't hear enough: “You are appreciated. 
You are valued. You do amazing and important 
work.” We are thankful for our School and Church 
volunteers and donors for many reasons! Most recent-
ly, our guests at Messiah’s monthly Laundry Love 
event felt grateful, loved and blessed by your generous 

donations of warm hats, scarves, gloves, mittens, chil-
dren’s books & toys, gift cards, and holiday food items. 
Rest assured that your thoughtfulness makes a differ-
ence by bringing hope to the laundromat in a world 
that many of our neighbors find dark and cold. May 
the Light of Christ shine upon you! 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Your Sister in Christ,  
Janice Snyder, Admissions Coordinator  
jsnyder@messiahfp.org     

GIVING TUESDAY CAMPAIGN HELPS 

FUND MESSIAH CHURCH SCHOLARSHIPS 
 

The Tuesday following Thanksgiving is known as Giv-
ing Tuesday in the non-profit world. Since 2015, Messi-
ah School has participated in Giving Tuesday as part of 
our Alumni campaign on behalf of Messiah Church 
Scholarships. In preparation, we spend several months 
connecting with Messiah School alumni, asking them  
to write “Trailblazer Testimonials” about their time 
here. The result is two weeks of inspiring Facebook 
posts of engaging recommendations from former stu-
dents at Messiah School. 
 

By joining forces to give generously, we can continue to 
make huge strides in providing quality Christian educa-
tion for kids. From one generation to the next, Messiah 
Lutheran School Trailblazers are “knit” together by 
generosity and gratitude. For 68 years, Messiah has 
offered a Jesus-centered, private school setting for fami-
lies looking for high academic standards, small class 

sizes, and exceptional teaching. Give now: 

tinyurl.com/MLSGivingTues.  To schedule a tour 
or apply online visit MessiahSchoolFairview.org 

 
 

http://www.whychristmas.com/customs/trees.shtml
http://www.chrismon.org/
http://www.chrismon.org/
mailto:jsnyder@messiahfp.org
http://bit.do/MLSGivingTuesday
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6, 7, & 8TH GRADE CONFIRMATION  
 

6, 7, and 8th Grade Students will meet on the follow-
ing days: 
 

Sunday, December 4 --  All 6, 7, and 8th graders.  

Attend the 11 am worship service and stay for class 
from 12:30 to 2 pm. Lunch is provided. 
 

Sunday, January 8 --  All 6, 7, and 8th graders.  
Attend the 11 am worship service and stay for class 
from 12:30 to 2 pm. Lunch is provided. 

HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP  
 

The Messiah Youth groups meets most first and third 
Sundays of each month during education hour.   
 

Upcoming dates are: 
December 4 & 18 @ 9:45 am  
January 8 & 22 @ 9:45 am 
  

EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES 

SUNDAY SCHOOL  
Preschool - 4th Grade 

 

Sunday School, for Preschool thru 4th grade students, 
is offered on the 1st and 3rd Sunday of each month 
from 9:45-10:30 am. The theme for this year is the 
Fruits of the Spirit. Sunday School meets in the      
Sunday School room on the same floor as the  
Sanctuary across from the bathrooms. 

 

Questions? Send an 
email to Allison at  
allisonkyoung-
er@gmail.com 
 

WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY 
Every Wed @ 10 am; In-Person & Via Zoom 

 

Each Wednesday morning at 10 am, join Pastor Seth for 
a study of Colossians. We will be using the following   
resource for this course: The Mighty and the Mysteri-
ous: A Study of Colossians by Heidi Goehmann. The Bible 

Study Book can be purchased at cph.org 
 

The class is taught as a hybrid class (In Person each week 
in the Commons @ Messiah or participate via Zoom) 
 

Meeting ID: 864 8011 0615    Passcode: 890748 
 

** No Bible Study on December 28 & January 4 ** 

THURSDAY NIGHT BIBLE STUDY 
 

The Thursday Night Bible Study meets via Zoom on 
Thursdays at 8 pm.  It's a great way to connect with      
others and to study scripture together. 
 

Each Thursday this fall, we will study one of the scripture 
passages for the upcoming weekend.    
 

Meeting ID: 818 2419 9752        Passcode: 851330 
 

** No Bible Study on December 22, 29 & January 5 ** 

SUNDAY MORNING ADULT EDUCATION 
During the Months of December & January 

 

December 4: Janice Snyder will again lead “Chrismon 
Making.”   

December 11 & 18: Pr. Steve Krebill will discuss Messi-
ah’s congregational history and church leadership mod-
els.   
 

** No Education Hour on December 25 & January 1 **  
 

Dr. Cheryl Peterson will be at Messiah on Sunday, Janu-
ary 15.  Dr. Peterson will be preaching at both Sunday 
worship services.  She will also be leading the Adult Edu-
cation class on Sunday, Jan 15. Rev. Dr. Cheryl Peterson 
from Wittenberg University will lead the topic "The 
Church and Pentecost." 
 

Dr. Peterson teaches courses in systematic theology and 
the Lutheran tradition at Trinity Lutheran Seminary at 
Capital University in Columbus, Ohio. She is an ordained 
pastor in the ELCA and her research areas include pneu-
matology and ecclesiology. She currently serves on the 
Lutheran World Federation International Dialogue Com-

mission with the Pentecostals.    
 

Education Hour is from 9:50  to 10:40 am both in-person 
and via zoom.  

Join via Zoom at tinyurl.com/MLCSunAMEd 

Meeting ID: 873 8625 2791       Passcode: 774370  

GRIEF GROUP 
Friday, December 9 @ 10 am 

 

Have you recently experienced a loss? Chaplain 
Brent Raitz, Director of Spiritual Care & Chaplain at 

the Cleveland Clinic Fairview Hospital holds Grief 

group meeting on Friday, December  
9. This presentation is at 10 am in the 
Commons and is intended for adults 
who have recently experienced a loss. 

WEEKLY FELLOWSHIP IN THE ATRIUM  
 

Doughnuts are available on the 1st Sunday of each 
month and coffee is available each week in the Atrium 

during the Education Hour.    

https://www.cph.org/m-351-heidi-goehmann.aspx
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WAYS TO GIVE 
 EMPLOYER MATCHING GIFTS   

Contributed $19,000 to Messiah in 2022 
  

Many companies offer matching gift programs to  

educational institutions and non-profit charitable  
organizations. Messiah Lutheran Church and 

School qualifies as one of these organizations. We 
have been blessed to receive matching gifts over 

the years from the Benevity Impact Fund, Google, 
Key Bank, Lubrizol, PNC, Progressive Insurance, 
Schwab Charitable Fund, The Sherwin Williams 

Foundation, Thrivent Financial and more. Check 
with your Human Resources Department if this 

benefit is available to you.  Don’t miss out. This is 
the easiest matching gift program available. Ques-

tions? Contact Darlene Waugh, 440-331-2405.  

ANOTHER WAY TO GIVE TO  

MESSIAH AT YEAR-END 
  

∙ Do you own an IRA investment? 

∙ Are you age 70 1/2 or older? 
∙ Do you need to make a distribution this year? 
∙ Do you know you can make a required mini-

mum tax-free donation to Messiah from your 
IRA? 
 

As you think about your year-end donations, 
please consider directing your IRA distribution to 

Messiah Lutheran Church and School as another 
way of giving.  Contact your investment officer to 

discuss this possibility. Thank you. 

ARE YOU A THRIVENT MEMBER? 
Direct Your 2022 Thrivent Choice Dollars to 

Messiah Church & School 
  

If you are a Thrivent member you may have Choice 
Dollars to direct to Messiah Church & School.  

Choice Dollars are free to members and provide an 
opportunity to give back to a charitable organization.  

It’s a gift that costs you absolutely nothing.  Messiah 
is registered as one of the many charities in this    
program. Log into your Thrivent account or call 

(800) 847-4836.  This is free money for Messiah 

Church & School and is likely already sitting in your 

account waiting to be donated.  If you need addition-
al help, call Darlene Waugh at 440-331-2405. 

STEWARDSHIP UPDATE 

Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw 
off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with 

perseverance the race marked out for us.   Hebrews 12:1  
 

Thanks be to God for your faithful witness in Christ Jesus and your commitment to the life we share with 

him at Messiah. We have received 133 individual pledges during the 3 weeks of receiving Estimates of 
Giving pledges during worship. We rejoice in the act of faith and the trust which you are placing in mak-

ing this estimate of giving pledge. It will help us plan sensibly and well for the many ways our Lord will 
be at work guiding this ministry in the coming months. 
  

Please pledge online by completing the attached google form at tinyurl.com/MLCPledge2023 if you have 
not had a chance to pledge already. Online pledging will remain open until year end. 

WAYS TO GIVE 
 

* Give Online at messiahfairview.org; look for the 

“Donation” tab. 
 

* Text Donations to 855-913-1744 with the amount 

you would like to contribute (make sure to include 
the $ before the amount) 
 

* Mail: Send a check via mail to Messiah Lutheran 

Church (21485 Lorain Rd, Fairview Park, OH 

44126) 
 

* Visit smile.amazon.com and designate Messiah 

Lutheran Church as your preferred charity.  Log   
onto smile.amazon.com to make purchases thereaf-
ter. 
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HAVE YOU TAKEN THE TOUR? 

Community West Foundation has been supporting those in need for over 25 years.  Our mission to     
advance the health and well-being of our community is fulfilled by our grantmaking efforts and addition-

al philanthropic support we offer our hospital partners, agencies and individuals. 
 

We look to the Gospel of Matthew to help guide our grantmaking.  As a funder of nonprofits that offer 

basic needs programs and services, the six areas called out in Matthew 25: 34-40 highlight the missions 
we support.  That is why we permanently installed the Matthew 25 Collection by Canadian artist,     

Timothy Schmalz, on the near west side of Cleveland. 
 

The collection is a group of six sculptures representing the areas in this scripture.  Our intention is to 

spark conversations about compassion and empathy for people in need.  Cleveland is the second city in 
the world, following Rome, Italy, to have the full collection of bronze figures. 
 

Take the Tour—Matthew25CLE.org:  

When I Was Sick 
Cleveland Clinic, Lutheran Hospital 

Homeless Jesus 
Saint Malachi Parish 

When I Was Naked 
Malachi House 

When I Was Hungry and Thirsty 
Old Stone Church 

When I Was a Stranger 
The Refugee Response 

When I Was in Prison 
Bridge CLE 
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DECEMBER 2022  

Sun. Mon. Tues. Wed. Thurs. Fri. Sat. 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

1 
 

8p Bible Study 

via zoom 

2 
 

 

3 
 

9:30a Advent 

Quiet Day 

5:30p Saturday 

Worship—Holy 

Communion 

 

4 
 

8:30a Holy  

Communion  

9:45a MYGroup  

Meeting 

9:50a Education 

Hr (Chrismons) 

11a Holy  

Communion 

12:30p 6-8th Gr 

Confirmation 

5 
 

7p Joy Ringers 

6 
 

 

7 
 

9a Chapel 

10a Bible Study 

7p Holden  

Evening Prayer 

7:45p Choir  

Rehearsal 

8 
 

8p Bible Study 

via zoom 

 

9 
 

10a Grief Group 

(Commons) 

10 
 

10a New  

Member Class 

(10 am—2pm) 

11 
 

8:30a Holy  

Communion  

9:50a Education 

Hr (Adult Ed) 

11a Holy  

Communion 

12 
 

7p Joy Ringers 

7p Church  

Council Meeting 

13 
 

 

14 
 

9a Chapel 

10a Bible Study 

6p School Choir 

Concert 

7p Holden  

Evening Prayer 

7:45p Choir  

Rehearsal 

15 
 

8p Bible Study 

via zoom 

16 
 

 

17 
 

5:30p Saturday 

Worship—Holy 

Communion 

18 
 

8:30a Holy  

Communion  

9:45a MYGroup  

Meeting 

9:50a Education 

Hr (Adult Ed, SS) 

11a Holy  

Communion 

19 
 

7p Joy Ringers 

20 
 

2:30p Chapel 

21 
 

10a Bible Study 

6p Family Night 

7p Holden  

Evening Prayer 

7:45p Choir  

Rehearsal 

22 
 

 
 
 

 

23 
 

3p Brass  

Rehearsal 

24 
 

5p Family  

Service 

7p Candlelight 

Communion 

9:30p Candle-

light Commun-

ion 

25 
 

10a Festival  

Eucharist 

26 
 

Church Office  

Closed 

27 
 

Church Office  

Closed 

28 
 

 

29 
 

6p Laundry Love 

30 31 
 

7p Evening  

Prayer (Zoom) 

NO SCHOOL—WINTER BREAK 

NO SCHOOL—WINTER BREAK 
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JANUARY 2023  

Sun. Mon. Tues. Wed. Thurs. Fri. Sat. 

1 
 

10a Holy  

Communion 

2 
 

Church Office  

Closed 

 
 

 

3 

 
 

 

4 
 

9a Chapel 
 

 

5 
 

7p Choir  

Rehearsal 

6 
 

 

7 
 

 

8 
 

8:30a Holy  

Communion  

9:50a Education 

Hr (Adult Ed, 

MYGroup) 

11a Holy  

Communion 

12:30p 6-8th Gr 

Confirmation 

9 
 

7p Joy Ringers 

7p Church  

Council Meeting 

10 
 

 

11 
 

9a Chapel 

10a Bible Study 

7p Pints with 

Pastor 

12 
 

7p Choir  

Rehearsal 

8p Bible Study 

via zoom 

 

13 
 

 

14 
 

5:30p Saturday 

Worship—Holy 

Communion 

15 
 

8:30a Holy  

Communion  

9:50a Education 

Hr (Adult Ed, SS) 

11a Holy  

Communion 

16 
 

Messiah Church 

& School Offices 

CLOSED 

17 
 

 

18 
 

9a Chapel 

10a Bible Study 

6p Family Night 

19 
 

7p Choir  

Rehearsal 

8p Bible Study 

via zoom 

20 
 

6p Open Gym 

Night  

21 
 

 

22 
 

8:30a Holy  

Communion  

9:50a Education 

Hr (Adult Ed, 

MYGroup) 

11a Holy  

Communion 

23 
 

7p Joy Ringers 

7p Trustees 

Meeting 

24 
 

 

25 
 

9a Chapel 

10a Bible Study 

 

26 
 

6p Laundry Love 

7p Choir  

Rehearsal 

8p Bible Study 

via zoom 

 
 
 
 

 

27 
 

 

28 
 

5:30p Saturday 

Worship—Holy 

Communion 

29 
 

8:30a Holy  

Communion 

9:50a Education 

Hr (Adult Ed) 

11a Holy  

Communion 

30 
 

7p Joy Ringers 

31                  SAVE-THE-DATE 
 

                  Shrove Fest 2023 

                 Tuesday, February 21 

NO SCHOOL—WINTER BREAK 
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TRANSITION UPDATE 

As we journey through a time of pastoral transition here at Messiah, this is the first of a series of recur-
ring updates from the congregation council which will be included in the monthly Messiah Memos. 
 

The graphic below shows the five steps of the call process and highlights where we are currently focusing 
our efforts.  For this first update, you’ll find a letter from Pastor Steve Krebill, our interim pastor, who 

shares some insights about our time of transition. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

When a Christian congregation enters a time of pastoral transition, the faithful often feel anxious about 
the present and uncertain about the future. When we feel that way, we are in good company, be-

cause Jesus’ first disciples were also often fearful, anxious and unsure, even when he was right there with 
them!   When we experience a time of pastoral change, it can also be tempting to try to go through the 
call process just as fast as we can, so that the anxiety will be relieved.   The experience of many, many 

congregations shows that that approach almost never turns out well, especially when following a long- 
serving beloved pastor. 
 

So, what to do instead?  Well, the time of pastoral transition can be an opportunity to do several other 
things before we start the call process.  One is to look to scripture for comfort and guidance.  When we 

do that, we hear our savior speak to us with words like these:  "Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your 
Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom.” (Luke 12:36) Another opportunity we have is to pray 

and ask for the Holy Spirit’s guidance. 
 

One of the unique situations here at Messiah is that, even though we are seeking another pastor, we al-
ready have a pastor who has served faithfully here for five years, Pastor Seth Bridger.  Because Pastor 

Seth’s future service was not “guaranteed” by his call to Messiah in 2017, now is a time for him to ex-
plore his gifts and experiences, and to share his insights for what his vision might be for the office of Sen-

ior Pastor, if he were to be called to that position. A “discernment team” has already met with Pastor 
Seth three times this fall, and they anticipate extending these conversations to other members of our staff, 

as they seek input from all who faithfully serve here.  Those conversations take time and patience as your 
leadership seeks to find the best way forward.  
 

Finally, another opportunity that we have is to take a step back and look at what it means for us to "be 
the church."  The Augsburg Confession, to which Messiah and every Lutheran congregation subscribes, 
defines church as the community of believers who gather regularly around Word and Sacrament.  So, 

when we are anxious, we might ask ourselves, “Is the Word of God being proclaimed among us during 
this time of transition?  Are the sacraments being celebrated?  Are children being taught and the sick 

comforted?  Are we seeking to do acts of mercy in the name of Jesus?”  If we can answer “yes” to those 
things, and we certainly can do that here at Messiah, then perhaps our anxiety can be relieved.   
 

Your leadership has promised to give regular updates about the transition process.  I am happy to have 
been asked to write this first one, and I am honored at the privilege of walking together with you during 

this time. 
 

Most sincerely, 
 

Steven M. Krebill, Interim Pastor   
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Messiah Lutheran Church & School 

21485 Lorain Rd,  

Fairview Park, OH 44126 

Phone (440) 331-2405  

Dated Materials 
 

December 2022 

January 2023 

Drawing in to Christ . . . Building up in Christ . . . Sending out for Christ. . . 

To the glory of God, through the strength of the Spirit. 

Insert Label Here 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 Messiah Memos 

                    
ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS SERVICES 

 

Holden Evening Prayer 
Wednesdays @ 7 pm  

December 7, 14, & 21 
 

Christmas Eve Services 
5 pm Family Service  

 7 pm  Holy Communion w/Carols & Candlelight  

9:30 pm Holy Communion w/ Carols & Candlelight  
 

Christmas Day Festival Eucharist at 10 am 
 

New Year’s Eve Zoom Prayer at 7 pm 
 

May all of  us make time for the refreshing joy of  God’s word  

and promise.  See you at Church! 
 

 


